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CANDLEMAS

THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST
IN THE TEMPLE

A warm welcome to everyone whether you are
regular or visiting.

COLLECT:

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel:
make your home among us, and present us pure and holy
to your heavenly Father, your God, and our God. Amen.

MALACHI 3.1-5

See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is
coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present
offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and
as in former years. Then | will draw near to you for judgement; | will
be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who
oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and the
orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear
me, says the Lord of hosts.

This is the Word of the Lord A/l Thanks be to God

GOSPEL:

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
All Glory to you, O Lord.

LUKE 2.22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the law of
Moses, they brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male
shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord,

‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do
for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God, saying,

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to
your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was
being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to
his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword
will pierce your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her
husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but wor-
shipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the
law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All Praise to you, O Christ
PRAYERS:

We pray for our communities and in particular this week all the
people who live on: Grange View, Greenwood Avenue,
Garsdale Court and Greenwood Crescent

We pray for those who are sick or in need at this time:
Margaret Whitely, Terry Davey, Jean Wilson, Margaret Pinkney,
Betty Hampshire, Joan Noice, Alison, Stephen

We hold before God those who have recently died and pray for
their families and friends: Jean Elston, Jane Murton,
Jean Knowles, Wendy Oldham, Jeff Timms, Gordon Macleod

From our book of remembrance, we remember in prayer:
Christina Lynch, Beatrice Mary Bowker, Harold Hanson,
Veronica Ellen Worley, Doris Booth Young,

Pauline Margaret Wood, David Tofield

PosT COMMUNION PRAYER:

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna,

who lived to welcome the Messiah:

may we, who have received these gifts beyond words,
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes

to bring us to eternal life;

for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen.

YOUR 2021 GIVING TO CHURCH:

To give direct to our bank account: Bolton-le-Sands PCC,
Natwest Morecambe:

sort code: 01 01 60 a/c number: 94801703.

Small gifts can be texted to church: text any amount up to £20
to 70085 e. g. To donate £10 text HTBLS 10 to 70085,

The 2021 giving envelopes are at the back of church, but we
are asking people now to pledge to give regularly and gener-
ously direct through your bank in 2021.

God loves a cheerful giver.

Queries and help with giving from Andy Hampshire, our Treas-
urer, on holytrinityblstreasurer@yahoo.com



