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Reflection on Refugees 

Amnesty International reports that in 
2019, more than two-thirds of all 
refugees came from just five 
countries: Syria, Venezuela, 
Afghanistan, South Sudan and 
Myanmar.  
 
Syria has been the main country of 
origin for refugees since 2014 and at 
the end of 2019, there were 6.6 million 
Syrian refugees hosted by 126 
countries worldwide. 
 
In 2019, only half a per cent of the 
world’s refugees were resettled. Over 
the past decade, just over 1 million 
refugees were resettled, compared to 
3.9 million refugees who returned to 
their country. 
 
Wealthier countries aren’t doing nearly 
enough to share the cost of protecting 
people who have left everything 
behind. Appeals for humanitarian 
assistance for refugees are 
consistently – and often severely – 
underfunded. 
 
In short, the world urgently needs a 
new, global plan based on genuine 
international cooperation and a 
meaningful and fair sharing of 
responsibilities. 
 
 

Prayer for Refugees 

Lord of the journey, we ask for your 
protection on all who have fled their 
homes. 
 
Give them strength on their journeys 
and grant that they may 
find places of compassion at which to 
rest. 
 
Ease their fear as they throw in their 
lot with strangers and keep alive their 
vision of finding a secure and 
welcoming home. 
 
Amen. 
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‘ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!’ THE ROHINGYA REFUGEE CRISIS 

To mark World Refugee Day tens of thousands of Rohingya 
refugees in Bangladesh staged demonstrations (the Bari Cholo’ 
or ‘Let’s go home’ campaign) to demand repatriation back to 
Myanmar. Most have had to flee a brutal military crackdown in 
Myanmar. People came out despite a ban on rallies since 2019. 

Almost a million Rohingya are confined to bamboo and tarpaulin 
shacks in thirty-four unsanitary, inadequate camps. They have no 
work, poor sanitation, and little access to education. 

“We don’t want to stay in the camps. Being refugees is not easy. 
It’s hell. Enough is enough. Let’s go home,” Rohingya community 
leader Sayed Ullah said in a speech at one rally. 

More than 890,000 Rohingya refugees are sheltering in 
Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar region, the biggest cluster of refugee 
camps in the world. 

About 92,000 Rohingya refugees reside in Thailand, 21,000 in 
India, and 102,000 in Malaysia. The Rohingya also make up a 
portion of Myanmar’s 576,000 internally displaced people. 

Please pray for an end to the brutal suppression of the Rohingya 
people so that a speedy and safe return of refugees might be 
possible. Thank you for your continued support through 
Commitment for Life for the work of our partners in the region. 
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